Marie Schumann Personius

This is Your Life

6 Nov 1913 - 28 Mach 2009
93 Years Old
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V' Leader Weds
Scarsdale Girl

W W Personius Married
at Yonkers—Is Boys
Directors’ Aide

William W, Personius, associate
boys director of the Albany Y. M.
C. A., was married in Yonkers

terday morning to Miss Marie Schu~

man of Scarsdale. Their friend, the
Rey, Lewis A, Ga
the ceremony.

Mr. Personius is the son of Eli
Personius, Supreme Court justice of
HElmira, and is a graduate of Syu -
cuse University "29) The formeyr
Schiuman is a great granddaughter
of the famous German composer of |
that name.

The couple are living at the De—
Witt Clinton until ofher
ments are made. Mr. Personius will

continue the work af the “¥,” which

he began two vrms

Y ’Boy  Work Leader and Bride

crsonius (Marie Schumi
briday at Yonke Thely are |
Hotel. . Mr. Personius, who
the Y. M. C. A., is the son’
stice of Elmira. His ;
illustrious German

ALLIAG




Milliam and Marie Personius
fimira will be honored Fri-

¥, May 1, as Chemung Coun-
enior Citizens of the Year.

The Personiuses were chosen
by the Chemung County Office
for the Aging, which annually
gives the award o a Chemung
County resident, age 60 or old-
er, who devotes time and talent
to the community.

Marie says the couple ‘“‘loves
being outdoors,”’” which may ex-
plain their ongoing connection
with Tanglewood Nature Cen-
ter. They've served at the cen-
ter as guides and as committee

interest young people and
adults in the natural world,”
said Tanglewood Director Jen-
nifer Trimber. ““The passing on
of their love for the out-of-doors
has been an invaluable contri-
bution to our community.”

The couple also serve as vol-
unteers for Meals on Wheels,
Scouts, Arnot-Ogden Memorial
Hospital and the Chemung
County Audubon Society.

» The Personiuses have one

~daughter hvmg in Virginia and
two sons, one in Elmira and one
in Michigan. They also have 10
grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren.

and board members for the . Arns i‘;f;’:;‘;il vrvei(lzfpl?eo%gil(‘i t(},lﬁ Staff photo by Jeff Richards
ast 12 years. e

e May i at the Office for the Ag-  WILLIAM AND MARIE
‘“Bill and Marie have the ing in the,Human Resources PERSONIU.S take a stroll

wonderful ability to excite and Center. through their backyard.

the PURSONIUS
L of the
country
old home-
The date, turday, AUG-
5 e of getting
there. Yy aeroplane, lar 2 ¢ vbain, then
walk di ¢ of about one ni 2ndl: i dian tra )
north 7 of anh\' ¥orks or by lower Pine Valley, west and north
1 toad dis pood, and dangerous only in that
| I-pond and the schoel-house. This terrene
rsted with mountad ions, or was 7 C ars ago. They were
not killed, so pr 1y they are 11d 3‘0!1‘ rass this
point safely you may forget your religion :
boisterous hilarity.
cats 12:40. 0 r to of the N.R.A. nay fm'nl.sh what,
you nlease. Catlin air, I water and a certain amount of Bip Flats
tn!’jm‘cn free. Durin Furnished hy'(w}ﬁmts
lef't) the ascention at 3:30.
7 ‘:-17,.1,@)‘1(1 t invited to attend the
further particulars see the Parm Journal.

th the Secretary from the House of Playfoot.
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By Marion Stcokor .

Sunday Cha

Elmirans
/7 2 2 2 %

I

“YI'S NO CREDIT to me—I had
nothing to do with it" laughed
[Mrs. “Bill” Personius, 918 Scio St.
But the fact remains that she is
the great granddaughter of Rob-
ert Schumann, immortal German
composer of the early 19th Cen-
tury. And in spite of her modesty,
we were somewhat excited to find
an Elmiran with such claim to
ancestral fame. 3

The ‘attractive young woman,
who was Miss Marie Schumann of
Scarsdale before her marriage, is
said to bear a'marked resemblance
to her great grandmother, the il-
lugtrious Clara Wieck® Schumann,
who popularized her husband’s
compositions as a :concert pianist.
Kirkwood E. Personius, Marie's
brother-in-law, was the first El-
miran to discover the similarity.
While standing at the desk of the
Steele Memorial Library one after-
noon, he glanced at an open book |
iying before him.

“Why, that looks like Marie,

Bill's wife!” he exclaimed, indicat-
ing the old-fashioned portrait of a
| charming lady.
\ “Youre looking at a picture of
Clara Schumann, wife of Robert
Schumann” said the librarian.
[“The book is & new translation
from the German of his biogra-
phy”

THOSE FAMILIAR with Frau
Schumann’s portraits ‘will recall a

{

MRS. WILLIAM W. PERSONIUS,
of Robert ann, f

small gold watch and chain in-
gvitably pinned to her blouse. The
pretty bauble was bequeathed to
M Personius by her great- t

sake.

Schumann's. daugh-| P,
ter, Ma. an intimate t
hich’ ske cherishes proudly.
The story of Clara Wieck and
obert Schumann as handed down
to Mys. Personius, iz fraught with
romantic interest. -Fredrich Wieck
of Leipsic, famed throughout the
continent as music instructor, ob-
Jected vehemently when a little-
Jnown, penniless pupil sought the
hand of his gifted daughter in
arriage. But the couriship flour-
jshed and culminated in elopement.
‘When Schumann crippled his
left hand in a foolish attempt to
streugthen the third finger with
mechanical devices, and conclu-
sively terminated a promising pro-

“50, YOU SEE,; we get our mu-
gica] ability from both sides of the
family” said Mrs. Personius. Each
of Felix fichumann’s children are
accomy ns. Mrs., Per-i
sonfus was introduced tothepiano-
forte at the age of five, and prac-
ticed four hours a day until her
graduation from high school.
 “But my hands are too small”
_“He mourned, “I can barely reach
}.an-actava . Now,-Lnlay moatly for
my children.”

Mrs. Personius, and her brothers
and sisters all speak German like
natives it having been the language
used in their home. They had their
first_ schooling from Cerman gov-

fesgional career, he turned to mu-
sical criticism and composition.
Devoted Clara with her family
prestige and outstanding ability as
& pianists, brought his works be-
fore the public.

Seven children were born to the
couple, four daughters, and three
sons, His second son, Ferdinand,
was Mnrs. Personius' grandfather.
Tante Eugenie, the only survivor,
now well over 80, lives in rural
Switzerland., Mrs. Personius has a
snapshot of the little old lady
taken last summer when her
father, Felix, son of Ferdinand
visited relatives in the old coun-
try.

Though possessed of a profound
musical appreciation, Felix adopt-
ed silk merchandizing as profes-
sion and came to New York in
1902. In a boarding house there
he met his future wife, Miss Etelka
Gerster Liddle, a New York State
native who had just returned from
 studying voice in Germany. Mar-
| viage and four children—two boys,
;md two girls--terminated her am-
bitions for a career in grand
Qpera. Z

ernesses, Music was a part of their
daily lives.- i

“Father should have been a con-
ductor or a music critic—he loves
it 8o much” smiled Mrs, Personius.
“T well remember the first time
‘Bill' had dinner with us. It was
Sunday and father Held up the
meal for 15 minutes, after every-
one was seated, while he led a sym-
phony from the radio with a carv-
ing knife for baton!”

919 Scio St, a great grand- .
amed 19th century composer.

AND SHE TOLD us a little|
about the recently discovered
Schumann concerto which Yehudi
Menuhin introduced to the world
last year. The score had been
given by Schumann to a dear
friend—with ~ the understanding
that it never be published. At the
death of the friend and his nearest
kin, the third generation pressed
for money, had no scruples about

‘| selling the valuable manuscript to

a German dealer, The contract
specified that a percentage of the
royalties go to Schumann’s descen-
dants—an income of little use to
his American relatives since no
money may be taken out of Ger-|
many. i

A Schumann museum 'has been|
established at Zwickau, Germany,"
his birthplace, where record pic-
ture the complete family tree withl
all its subsequent branches and
twigs. )i

“My name is in a big book in
Germany” said small Gretchen, the|
Personius daughter who plans toj
become a great pianist when she!
grows up, ‘and so is Bobby’s,” (The |
5-year-old son.) 3

“When the children were born I
immediately received requests for
data to be entered in the family
archives at Zwickau,” the mot\‘
explained. / 2

s
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;Elmirun lnvo;;:‘};%*
- Seek Dismissal of $9 Million Suit

Decision was reserved by ajSchumann of ‘San Francisco and|confined for 'mo;e than  two
|Supreme Court justice jn New|Mrs. Robert White of Fast|years in a mental ‘-’?‘fl"‘“lf‘f‘;‘?
| York Friday on a motion to dis-|Northport, N. Y. The defend-|3is0 showed how a sister st

illness.
imiss a $0 million damage. suit|ant’s motion for dismissal was °de§§$sfh§,S§‘$‘3iLg to dismiss|
ibrought against Loew’s Inc. by|heard yesterday by Supreme|the complaint, described it 'as
{Mrs, Marie Schumann Personius|Court Justice William C. Hecht|“fatally defective” on the ground
jof 1005 Ogden Ave. and three|Jy. : ; that it does not cite foreign law

lother great- grandchildren =~ of| < The plaintiffs claim ‘that as a|which, it is contended, must be

|German composer Robert Schu-|result of the showing of the pic:lapplied to the case’ because thef
mann, who died in 1856, ture  throughout the = United|plaintiffs seek' damages on the
[ The Schumann descendants|States and other parts of the|basis of the showings in 48 states
\sued the film company fqr $5|world, there might be a belief|and throughout the world.
imillion for appropriating  the|that there is a strain of insanity| Ofher arguments for the suit's
i Schumann name, $1 million for|running through the descendants|dismissal ' cited by Loew’s are
invasion of privacy, $1 million|of Schumann. ; that' the ;plaintiffs have obtained
 for: libel and $2 million they| Thus, the complaint said, the|no authority to sue as the heirs
 claimed Loew's profited on. the|Schumann descendants have suf-|of Schumann; that, since the in
ifilm. “Song ‘of Love.” fered a loss of “social standing,|sanity of the composer was a

Two brothers and a sister of humiliation, mortification, cha-|fact, no libel was committed,
| Mrs. Personius are plaintiffs|grin and other mental anguish.”|and that, if a right of privacyl
|with her in the suit — Walter| The film, produced in 1946, existed for Robert Schumann if
Schumann of ‘Bronxville, Robertidescribed how Schumann wasldied with his death.
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Marie Schumann Personius Namesake - Marie Schumann the Daughter of Robert and Clara
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